THE USS PEGASUS AND PHASED CLOAKING TECHNOLOGY

The USS Pegasus (NCC-53847) was a modified Oberth-class vessel designed to be a new technology test bed for Starfleet Command, including new weapons and a new warp core. Unknown to anyone at Starfleet Command however, Admiral Marla Rice (then Head of Starfleet Intelligence) had an extremely experimental phased cloaking device installed aboard the ship. Below is a condensed summary of the USS Pegasus:
Initial construction took place at Starbase 18 (Hamal) where many Oberth-class science vessels are built. Construction was taken to the spaceframe stage only and then she was transferred to the Fleet Yards at L-5 (Terra) for modification and fitting out. The USS Pegasus was equipped with new experimental lateral sensors, tractor beam emitters, impulse engines, hull skin layers and frame alloys, a heavily modified main deflector dish, a new intraship communications network, and an advanced computer core. A single heavy photon torpedo launcher, two antimatter spread pods, and a new small phaser collimator ring was also installed aboard the USS Pegasus. Being an experimental vessel, the USS Pegasus had prototype engines and weapons which were later used in building the much larger Galaxy-class starships. 
Construction was completed under Admiral Rice's direct supervision (and utmost secrecy) and the USS Pegasus, with Captain Erik Pressman commanding, was assigned a lifeless sector of space for test trials. The ship was lost during those test trials twelve years ago, presumably by a warp core breach. Captain Pressman and eight other crew members got away in an escape pod and verified the USS Pegasus' destruction. No wreckage was ever found, so the ship was officially listed as destroyed. However, Starfleet Command recently (2370 AD) learned that a Romulan warbird had located a piece of debris from the USS Pegasus. The warbird was ordered to locate the rest of the ship, and retrieve it. 
Admiral Blackwell sent a representative of Starfleet Intelligence, now Admiral Erik Pressman, to find the USS Pegasus before the Romulans did, salvage it if possible, and destroy it if necessary. After searching the Devolin System, the USS Enterprise (Captain Jean-Luc Picard commanding) found the vessel imbedded in an asteroid and during a showdown with the Romulan warbird and Admiral Pressman, Commander William Riker (USS Enterprise First Officer) revealed that the Pegasus was equipped with a phased cloaking device which allowed it to pass thru solid matter while cloaked. In breaking Federation law by violating the Treaty of Algeron, Admiral Pressman and several others at Starfleet Command were sacked, and faced criminal charges. The phased cloaking device has been indefinitely stored at Starbase One and is off limits to all but a few technicians and theorists. 
The USS Pegasus was later demolished by photon detonations but several other technical test beds, namely the USS Agamemnon and the USS Bellerophon (both modified Oberth-class vessels) continue to test new advances in starship technology for the Federation and Starfleet. After cooperating with Starfleet prosecutors, Erik Pressman was removed from Starfleet permanently and now heads the civilian think tank Cloaking Inc. While the Federation cannot legally produce cloaking technology, individual persons or planets within the Federation may conduct research in any science field without fear of legal prosecution. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The newest USS Pegasus, a Nebula-class destroyer, was completed last month at the Deneb Yards and was commissioned to scout the Gamma Quadrant. She is commanded by Captain Claudius Gaius Victinus, a Magna Roman.
