TOLATS AND THE PSU
   Humanity's introduction to the Tolats occurred in 2438 and came at a seruptious time for the people of the Reformation Group, a cluster of pacifistic and highly religious humans worlds located in the Terran Federation's Fringe area. The initial meeting between Tolats and Humans in the Deuteronomy System remained highly secretive for two reasons: the crab-like Tolats (although being fantastically technically advanced) were a somewhat isolationist race and the Reformers (who were definitely pro-Fringe) feared what the ever domineering Corporate Worlds of the Terran Federation would do with advanced Tolat technology. 

   It was just six months before the outbreak of the Terran Civil War that the Tolats made contact with the Reformation Group. Their favorable response to Reformation overtures and the Tolats' fear of the vastly larger Terran-Orion Alliance cemented the relationship between the two microstates. Although the Tolats attempted to conceal their small empire from the burgeoning Terran Federation, they were forced to intervene on the Reformations' behalf when a large Terran combat force was sent to subdue their human allies at the beginning of the Terran Civil War. Apparently the personal relationship that Admiral Craig Labuda had established with the Tolat ambassador made this intervention possible, but the collapse of a galactic superpower like the Terran Federation also highly alarmed the conservative Tolats.

   Although the Federation fleet was crushed by the assault of three Tolat juggernaut-sized vessels, the Reformation Group scrambled to build additional new ships and weaponry they had acquired from their technically advanced allies, who formally signed agreements with the Reformation Group when it achieved its' independence in 2444. Technology transfers between the two states continued and joint research teams were widely established between the two powers prior to the outbreak of the Second Arachnid War. Apparently several small Arachnid colony worlds escaped destruction during the Fourth Interstellar War and had grown to threatening sizes in the intervening eighty year lull. 

   Admiral Labuda and his newly formed Reformation Fleet were sorely put to the test during these battles but again Tolat juggernauts eventually entered the fray in 2451, forming the core of several new anti-Arachnid battlegroups, with large numbers of light Reformation warships rounding out their forces. Battles between the joint Tolat-Reformation fleets and the Arachnids bitterly raged for nearly two years until in desperation the Reformation Group called on the newly forming Pan-Sentient Union for help. This move, however, was not made lightly because it would ultimately expose the Group's relationship with the alien Tolats. Debate raged within the Reformation Council for weeks until Marine Commandant Devon Labuda, cousin to famed Admiral Craig Labuda, forced the political leaders to see the overwhelming dangers of the Arachnid threat.

   Fleets of the Pan-Sentient Union (under then-Commodore Ellen Devore and Admiral Renaldo Chavarra) did respond almost immediately to the new Arachnid threat and were highly puzzled at the Reformation Groups' astounding leap in firepower. Tolat juggernauts were kept well hidden from the PSU forces while smaller vessels joined the fray. Astonished PSU officials, both military and political, tried to make contact with the Tolats involved in the fighting but were rebuffed, and the Reformers weren't talking. In the end, after 2 years of hard fighting and the defeat of the deadly Arachnid hordes, both the Tolats and the human-controlled Reformation Group again became isolationist. The two smaller powers ultimately cut off contact with the PSU, who had threatened and cajoled the human Reformers with economic sanctions and military "responses", but finally the PSU did neither and begrudgingly accepted the status quo. 

   The sudden outbreak of the Armageddon War shocked the Reformation Group and their Tolat allies out of their isolation and only a hastily thrown together task force (which fought Hre'Daak vessels at the important Reformation world Leviticus) stopped the entire area from being overrun with Hre'Daak warships. With Terra a radioactive ball and the Pan-Sentient Union in tatters, the Reformers and the Tolat allies went on to forge a much larger political alliance out of the ashes of the Armageddon War, ultimately encompassing over 100 worlds into the sphere of influence. Today the Reformation Group continues to bring stability and strength to the areas of the former Terran Federation under the benevolent eye of their Tolat allies.
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   The Tolats themselves are a crab-like race whose history goes back over 2 million years. They are primarily poets and patron of the arts (traveling scholars). Having successfully master genetic engineering, they have altered their bodies to survive in many different kinds of hostile environments. They can eat almost anything composed primarily of organic molecules; all animal or vegetable matter or by-products, even petroleum. They can also last for lengthy periods of time without breathing and can breathe methane, chlorine, helium, and a number of other gases beside oxygen. Tolats do not suffer illnesses and all injuries are repaired within a few days without treatment or medication. They also have amazing mental capabilities, including total recall and edictic memory.

