VAMPIRES  IN  AMERICA





(Note, this document is created with the history and background of the Anita Blake novels in mind. Vampires, zombies, werewolves, all are real in Laurel Hamilton's fictional series involving the vampire slayer Anita Blake).





   Information on vampires is hard to come by in America even though the country has a significant minority of them (estimated population in US is two million), mainly because it has been only recently that the Supreme Court ruled that vampires are citizens and not monsters (taxation without representation) and thus had the same rights as other American citizens, including the right to live, be free, and have equality under the law. These creatures have since come out of hiding and are becoming productive citizens of America. The other major reason that information about typical vampires is so difficult to find is that they tend to keep to themselves, and obviously, only come out at night. In the Chicago area there have been several different types of vampires noticed, typically only within the Vampire District (located on the northside of the city, next to Boystown). Each major US city is “ruled” by a “Master of the City”, always the most powerful (and typically the most ruthless) vampire in the area. The current Master of the City in Chicago is said to be Jean-Claude, a vampire from pre-Revolutionary France. While most vampires need to drink blood and have the supernatural powers of clouding a persons mind, some vampires can also fly in human form. However, no vampire has ever been seen to transform into another form, however (like a bat for example). Mind control is done through eye-to-eye contact and police forces in Chicago have been trained not to look vampires in the eyes since they can control mens’ minds through this process. Trying mind control on an peace officer within Chicago city limits is considered assaulting an officer and a felony when conducted against civilians without consent. Vampires can “roll” a person, placing them into a deep sleep or causing intense pleasure when being fed upon, a fact that endears many people to them. This “rolling” is said to be extremely sexual in nature. Vampires to not have to kill to feed on humans, and any vampire which does can be shot on sight. Being “rolled” also stops all impulses of pain and a vamp can emplace any thought he chooses into a victims mind as well. Some vampires have also been found to “cause harm from a distance”, a type of telekinetic power which is little understood. Typically, only Master Vampires can control animals, and usually only a certain type of animal. Jean-Claude is thought to control wolves. Some vampires are exceptionally goodlooking and have the major power of seduction. These types of vampires are from the “line” of Belle Morte, an ancient vampire who sits on the Council of Vampires (located somewhere in Europe). The Council runs the affairs of all vampires worldwide and literally has the power of life and death over any vampire, anywhere. Other “lines” have various powers but the line from Belle Morte is the most popular in America, being blessed with exceptional beauty and powers of seductive. Current Council Members are Belle Morte (Beautiful Death), the Traveller, the Earthmover, Mort du Amore (Lover of Death), Padma (the Master of Beasts), the Dragon, and several other unknown figures. 


   Supernatural strength is also an ability of every vampire. Vampires are so strong that even the weakest one can bench press a small car! This ability is extremely devastating in combat, as is their Limited Invulnerability. Vampires of all types are incredibly immune to most things that would kill a normal person, including guns, diseases, drugs, and most weapons. However, crosses, holy water, weapons made of wood and silver, and some biogenic weapons have deadly effects when used upon a vampire. Some vampires have been known to “rot”, having their skin, flesh, and organs rot away in a matter of minutes. Usually this is done to frighten people, and it truly does, but it also makes these kinds of vampires very difficult to kill when they rot away to mere skeletons. Luckily, these types of vampires are exceeding rare however and highly dangerous: if bitten by a vamp while rotting a massive lethal infection sets in and a person literally rots to death within an hour. Quite a gruesome sight to behold! There is no known cure for this type of disease and even werecreatures such as werewolves and wererats can be affected by this deadly plague. Additionally, vampires can have all sorts of unusual super abilities, including nearly any power that a superhero can have. Being extremely long lived, eternal really, vampires have a unique view of the world and do not see issues like regular humans do. Jean-Claude is said to be over 400 years old and with that kind of longevity, they tend to be almost cruel to normal humans. Finally, only Master Vampires typically have what is called a “human servant”, a being who is extremely difficult to harm and who hardly ages (if at all). Also, a popular movement has sprung up in St. Louis; called the Church of Eternal Life, with Malcolm (the undead Billy Graham) leading the organization. They promise eternal life to anyone, and they can deliver because members are turned into vampires. It is the fastest growing church in America. 





