WERECREATURES IN AMERICA





(Note, this document is created with the history and background of the Anita Blake novels in mind. Vampires, zombies, werewolves, all are real in Laurel Hamilton's fictional series involving the vampire slayer Anita Blake).





   Werecreatures, such as werewolves and wererats, are fairly new to America, showing up on the continent only in the last 100 years. Since the US Supreme Court ruled that vampires are citizens of this country, they went on and legalized the citizenship of all werecreatures located within the boundaries of the United States. In the entire world, only the US has legalized vampires and werecreatures as citizens. Little is known about werecreatures except what was published by Dr. Lillian Wu of Chicago last year. Lycanthropy is a disease, but is different somewhat that lycanthropy in fiction. Lycanthropes of all types are controlled by the moon and lose the ability to stay in human form during the full moon. The United States has provided free lycanthropy immunization to its citizens and the world when the serum was first discovered 10 years ago. Lycanthropes are of course were-animals and each group of animal has its� own social structures, habits, and abilities. Most werecreatures are pack animals, however, traveling and living in packs. Notable werecreatures include wererats, werejaguars, wereheyenas and werewolves (the largest group by far). It is quite easy to get werewolf lycanthropy: it is extremely transmissible and even when immunized there is a 5% chance of the immunization failing and the person contracting lycanthropy, so many people in the United States avoid it. Other notable facts about lycanthropes are:





*Shapeshifters are a very clannish lot and one type of animal rarely crosses boundaries to help another.





*Fights for dominance within a pack are frequent and often end up with dead bodies on the ground. That is one reason why pack business is never taken to the police. 





*Wounds made by the teeth and claws of another lycanthrope heal slower than most, not as slow as silver, but slower than say, steel. 





*Wolf lycanthropy shows up in the bloodstream anywhere from 24 to 48 hours, sometimes 72 hours. Leopard lycanthropy, most big cat lycanthropies, take anywhere from 72 hours to over 8 days to show up in the bloodstream. 





*The police tend to shoot shapeshifters in animal form. Shapeshifters change back into human form automatically when they die. 





*Alpha leaders are heads of lycanthrope groups. Some groups like werewolves (called the Lukoi amongst themselves) have several alpha males and females, although usually a mated alpha male and female rule the over-all pack. 





*Werefox, werebear, werelion, werecobra, swanmays; all very rare forms of lycanthropy.





